Community Wealth Building  

Notes from Ontario    March 20, 2010

Define Community Wealth. What is the present situation? How do you feel about the present situation?

Nancy  

In regards to food issues: We have wealth in agricultural land and water. We could do more to grow food locally so it doesn't have to be shipped so far.

We have people wealth. Currently there is poverty in Malheur County as shown by school lunch programs and the use of food banks. The majority of people here are positive, open-minded, focused on problems, helpful causes, and able to work cooperatively. 

Bill  

Individuals have been working toward their own goals and outcomes, and are bullies about it. Current situation needs to change, is changing, and is directed by outside forces. For example, affects due to the economic downturn. We need basic health care for the majority of people, but there is little control over that so we need to focus on local solutions.

Alma

I'm learning more about the community, about the homelessness issue that's coming out. We need to know what's going on. People want to be involved. 

Businesses are hurting, not making donations as much as in past. I'm just trying to keep open. Can be scary. Some make decisions to stay with a company, so as to be recognized for loyalty.

Vincent  

These questions bring a lot to think about. Could be answered over a long period of time. I feel outside of social communication and so don't feel like I know what is going on. Like Alma, I feel people are just trying to hold on. Gas is expensive, will go up. I don't have a plan. People don't have a plan for the future. It's hard to apply things to the real world. For example, when people get fired, how do you come up with a new plan so quickly? Bosses/employers might not understand your situation. The fired employee has to come up with a new plan.  

Chloe

I see community wealth as the ability to achieve goals the community would like to see, and to have time for becoming healthy, for investing in the community, and to better themselves and the community. Poverty gets in the way of being pro-active instead of reactive to crises. In the school system, for example, if we can see problems in the future, we should deal with them now. I get frustrated when people who are pro-active are met with opposition by people who don't want change, or are scared of it, or are discouraged by failures in the past.

Nancy (added comment)

The Cleveland Electric Company has a policy that if there is a lack of product demand then lower bonuses go to workers, but they get to keep their jobs. In better years bonuses are greater. Other companies such as NIKE are good to employees on campus, but not in their sweatshops. Good companies, e.g. an auto company in Georgia, paid employee wages for non-profit volunteering. Japanese and Korean companies do this too.

We could create jobs through food, as this is an agricultural area. Having food security plus access to their desires plus community involvement plus achievement. (?)

Worst Outcome:

Vincent

Conflict, considerable investment in status quo. We're not used to sharing or looking out for each other. It will be easy for us to think of the unsettled times as a time for beating others to resources.

Nancy

The situation will stay the same or get worse. The economic situation affects our sense of well-being and health and longevity. It lessens our sense of community. We all want to feel we are part of community.

Bill

The old existing, negative, reactionary bullying attempts by the same people will effect continued failure of the community

Alma 

Not doing anything about it

Chloe 

Have the community not view confronting the present situation of community wealth as a positive, productive experience, and so then shut off. They would then view this action as a failure and then decide to not confront the situation of community wealth as a better option.

Linda

Community disintegration

Best Outcome:

Alma 

Have the community and your people working together.

Bill 

Getting away from old paradigms and dogmas which would allow us to become better and more resilient and community-based on understanding and collaborative solutions.

Linda 

We start something and it grows. Leads to sustainable businesses, builds community, makes the community stronger.

Vincent

Save agriculture. This is the key to everything else if we can build on that foundation.

Nancy

Common vision is created and people work for the common good. People not so selfish, wealth is shared. Everyone's basic needs are met: food, shelter and happiness.

Chloe 

Engagement from a broad, diverse spectrum of community members and those that have power in the community. And from this engagement, useful actions that should continue and that the community should invest time and effort into.

Define Community Wealth

Andrea 

Happy people, healthy land, diversity of thought and being profitable with your labors, doing what you enjoy.

Jodi 

Education. Educate people as to what's available. Bigger education. Medicine- how to eat well in order to reduce medical issues. Knowledge.

Bob 

Where people are working in harmony together, are able to produce from productive soils and to fulfill community objectives.

Yasha 

Everybody has what they need, from basic needs on up. Everyone values the wellbeing of everyone else. Everyone matters and is cared for and everyone is involved in helping everyone else.

Present Situation

Andrea 

Thoughts of scarcity and limitation, competition not interdependence (the 'dog eat dog' world) and the inability to really see our wealth and our assets.

Jodi 

Half of family can be out of work (1 spouse). We don't see what we have, we see what we think we need. We need health, recycling, the more important things. We don't see those.

Bob

It's all-inclusive. The nation and local community rely on oil and gas but we have  natural energy sources available, alternative fuels. There's lots of talk about alternative fuels but very little is being done.

Yasha

There's unnecessary division between people and lack of efficiency for sharing resources. Individual and small groups struggle, isolated from one another.    There are misunderstandings and prejudices in the community between groups.

How do You Feel About It?

Yasha

Sad and frustrated. I'm sure we could all be sharing so much more and helping each other so much more. There's tons of potential.

Bob

The system is not going to correct itself cause theres too much “the government's going to take care of it for me”. But with intensive, focused community effort, any problem can be solved.

Jodi

Frustrated! Because we have been so brainwashed into thinking the government is going to take care of us but I don't think people realize we're not going to have a government much longer. Revolution will have to happen- local and country. We'll need to be forced to change. There's apathy, and laziness.  I see it in college kids. This our future...?  We need to get people (the older generation) who've been through drought and harder times involved.

Andrea

I'm hopeful. I think that maybe these hard times will help people learn how to take care of themselves. Waste will not be possible. There will be more volunteering because people are out of work. People will start recognizing their assets.

Worst Possible Outcome 

Yasha

When times get really bad different social groups could be fighting with each other and not be helping each other. Much waste of energy and resources. Lots of unnecessary struggles and needs not being met.

Bob

We buy most of our consumable goods, including food, from foreign countries It very possibly will not be able to continue. There will be hunger, strife, and possibly death.

Jodi

More joblessness, violence, illegal activities. More unhealthy people from generation to generation, more government involvement.

Andrea

Further corporate control over our lives. Lack of independence to make our way in the world and contribute to our communities.

Best Possible Outcome

Yasha 

Local area becomes self-sufficient. Health and well being of everyone increases. We're more connected, etc.

Bob 

Progressive, positive, organized services. Energy and food for all.

Jodi

 A greater understanding of each other, which allows more tolerance. Self sufficiency increases.  Increased good health. Use resources better such as recycling, solar power, less waste.

Andrea 

Thriving, happy people and communities. Healthy eco-system. 

What are you Willing to do?

Yasha 

Look at beliefs and behaviors. Have been in WPO (worst possible outcome) mode.

Help with community garden. 

Linda

Raise food for people-especially those that are sick. Consult with others so 
that they can grow food.

Nancy 

Get out and organize. Get away from computer.

Vincent 

Show up to another meeting.

Jodi  

Thank grocers for promoting local food. Garden.

Alma 

Get Hispanic ladies to come to meetings. Let go of the fear of being turned down.

Chloe 

I will continue w3orking on food system work, emphasizing building partnerships.

Bill  

Humanize, build humanity in everyone I meet.

Bob? 

